Patterns of gene pleiotropy in morphogenetic processes.
Selection for an increase and decrease in the expression of the ocelliless mutant in Drosophila subobscura, variable for the number of ocelli and bristles, has revealed the pleiotropic nature of the mutant. In addition to modifying a morphogenetic system responsible for the formation of ocelli and bristles, it also modifies another morphogenetic system determining the positions of these structures, at the extreme range of the mutant expression.